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ABSTRACT

This work looks at the implications of the upsurge of female
criminality in Nigeria. The work draws it strength from consulting
numerous materials. It supports the assertion that more women are
now involved in crime. The work infers that they have always been
attracted to and actively involved in crime. Poverty, change in the
traditional roles of women, the quest for economic occupations and
unbiased criminal justice agents are identified as the main reasons
for the increase in female criminality. The upsurge of female
criminality is not without implications, as such, this study revealed
that it will not only destroy the socialization structure of the society,
it is a sure way to norm-less state. The need to discourage female
criminality in Nigeria call for encouragement of women in the form
of education and training, employment opportunities to reduce
poverty and income disparities, and traditional leader as well as
religious leaders involvement in the correctional process.
Keywords: conviction, crime, criminality, incarceration and
recidivism.

INTRODUCTION
Statistics published by Nigerian Prison Service (2007; 2009), revesl ed that
though crimein the past are ascribed to men, today we cannot say the same,
becausethereissteady increasein the population of womeninvolved incrime.
According to Sutherland and Cressey (1978), inthe United States, therate of
arrestisfivemalesto onefemale, therate of convictionisten malesto one
female, therate of committal to correctiona ingtitutionsof all typesisfifteen
ma esto onefema eandtherate of imprisonment and detentionin reformeatories
istwenty malesto onefemale. Thistrendissimilar to what weexperiencedin
Nigeriaand acrosstheworld in time past. In Nigeria, astudy conducted at
Enugu prisonin 1988 showsthat out of atotal inmate population of 1,700,
only 4% werefemales, while 96% weremales (Igbo, 1990 ascited in Igbo,
2007). These statistics present theimpression that crimeisexclusively men's
businessand that the number of fema eswho engagesin crimeisnegligibleand
inconsequential. The same cannot be said today, sincethe number of women
taking lead rolein crimesisincreasing daily. Jacobson (2009) assertsthat the
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number of young women offenders hasrisen by 17 percent in the past four
yearscompared to just 4.5 percent for males. Themost significant increaseis
for traffic offencesand in offences against thejustice system, whichinclude
breaches of bail or bondsand obstructing police. In each of these categories,
the number of women convicted jumped to about 35 percent between 2003
and 2007. The universality of gender difference in crime cannot be
overestimated. Cutting acrossall spheres/categoriesof live, theassertionis
that femal escommit crimelessthan males, becausethe people€' sperceptionis
that committing crimeisfor man, assuch, many effortsto explain crime have
been male centred. However, the examination of natureand causesof female
offendingisnot completely albsent from criminol ogy. Sincethelast two decades,
Nigeriahas been witnessing unprecedented riseaswell assophisticationin
criminal activities. Hardly any day passeswithout reportsof crimeand criminal
activitiesinthe news mediaasthey happenin different partsof the country.
Thenew crimewave cutsacrossall sections of the society, involving men,
women and children.

Presumed changesin the pattern of crimesby women aredrawing the
attention of the popular mediaaswell as sociologistsand criminologiststo
noticefemal e contribution to theincreasein recent crime statistics. However,
before now, studies of femal e criminality concentrated on two or threemain
areas. witcheraft, infanticideand progtitution. Inrecent times, inquiry intofemale
crime hasbroadened to include such other crimesasdrug trafficking, armed
robbery and white-collar crimesin government offices (Chukuezi, 2009). Itis
asaresult of thisdrastic change, that this study is set to reveal the rate of
female crimesin Nigeria, providing logical explanation to such upsurge,
presenting theimplication of theupsurge of femaecriminaity and suggesting
possiblewaysto curbing them.

FemaleCriminality

The earliest explanations of female criminality, centres on biological
understanding. Emphases then were placed on the role of biological and
psychologicd factorsinexplainingfemaeinvolvementin crime. Although, early
explanationsof crimefocused heavily on maecrimindity and treated female
crimeassomewhat of ananomaly, someattemptsweremadeto explainfemae
crime. Aswasthecasein criminol ogy, moregenerdly, two competing viewpoints
informed thewritingsonfemdeaoffendinginthelaenineteenth and early twentieth
century’s. One viewpoint emphasized the role of biological factors and
psychologicd factorsinwomenandgirls crime, typicaly posulating thet crimina
women exhibited masculinebiologica or psychologica orientations (L ombroso
and Freud) or what 1gbo (2007) refersto as* penisenvy”. The second view
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stressed therole of socia or economicforcesand assumed that the socia and
culturd influencesafectingmaecrimindity smilarly influencedfemdecarimindity
(Steffensmeier and Schwartz, n.d). Theissueof increaseinrateand changein
pattern of femalecrimein Nigeriaisalarming. Thisisbecausewomen by their
natureare bearersand nurturersof children; and thesocia responsbilitiesthat
gowiththesebiological and socid functionsdemand that they should beworthy
incharacter. Over theyears, societiesdevised waysand meansof controlling
crimeand dealing with thosewho deviate from itsnormsand values. In pre-
colonial timeswomenweremoreor lessrestricted to their traditiona socia
roles. Thecommuna system of living together added totheinternd and externd
mechanismfor crimecontrol, (mainly of ridiculeand public disgrace) kept the
level of criminal activities by women low. With the coming of westernization
(money, economy and emergence of private property) anchored to colonial
period, some women began to seek employment outside the home. With
increased labour force participation for them some had the opportunity of
gettinginvolvedin criminal activities(Adler, 1975; Simon, 1975).

Sometheoriesclamthat thefemaerolelimitsoffending. Persons(1937)
ascitedinlgbo (2007) claimsthat women tend to take up theexpressiverole
inafamily-providing emotional support and caring for children asafull-time
job, rather than seeking paid work. Dueto thisobligation, women are seen as
having lessopportunity to commit crime, being required to stay a home, caring
for children. However, nowadayswe cannot assumethat such obligationsare
adeterrent against committing crime. New technol ogies (such astheinternet)
enableeveryoneto commit crime. A woman can be at homelooking after her
children and at the sametime she can be cheating innocent people onwebsites
such asEbay, or even committing identity theft or fraud.

Person’stheory isobvioudy quite adated theory, and we must take
into account that now many women work and many men stay at hometo look
after children. Theideaof joint conjugal rolesand dual burden mean that we
cannot blamethelower figure of femal e criminaity when comparedto males
completdy onthefemalerole. Parsonswould a so say that women aresocidised
from an early ageinto accepting their gentle or caring roles. They arealso
more closely observed throughout their youth, morelikely than malesto be
chaperoned. However, from acontemporary point of view, thisisnot always
the case. Ferdinand (1970) looksat theincreasein femad erisk-taking behaviour,
and the new |ladette culturewhere young women want to be seen asanything
but the typical stereotype of awoman. Does a traditional female role as
described by Parsons (1937) limit femalecriminality? A woman with children
lossmoreby committing crime, becauseif sheiscaught and sent to prison, her
childrenwill probably beput into care, or at least bevery strongly affected by
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thelossof their mother. However, attachment and commitment are only 50
percent deterrencefor committing crimewhilethe other half can beanchored
to Freud (1927) contribution, which posit that crimindity isaperversion of, or
rebellion againgt biologicaly natura femalerole centered on mother and other
femaleattributes. For him, female criminaity isan eloquent testimony of the
“masculinity complex’ or what hasbeen described as'* penisenvy’ and envy of
mal e dominance by females(Igbo, 2007).

Findly, criminology hasfor most feminist writersand researchersbeen
aconstraining rather than aconstructive and creativeinfluence. Theories of
criminality have been devel oped from male subjectsand validated on male
subjects. Whilethereisnothing wrong with this, the problemisthat these
theorieshavebeen extended generdly toincludeall criminas, defendantsand
prisoners and was assumed that these theorieswould apply to women; most
do not appear to do so. Since women are not expected to be criminal and if
they are, they may be described asmad not bad woman. What isclear isthat
prior to now, women were committing crimes but most of which were not
recorded (Feminismand Crime, 2009). In addition, women areinvolvedin
certain crimesthat arethisdaysascribed to them, such crimesare; Progtitution,
childtrafficking, abortion, drug trafficking among others. Theincrimination of
thisact contributed to theincreaseinfemaecrimina population. According to
Pollock-Byrne (1990):

The extent of female crime probably approximated that of

males, but due to its masked character, female crime was

more likely to go undetected. In addition, the types of

crimes women commit: shoplifting, domestic thefts,

prostitution, abortions, perjury, among others, are under-
represented in crime statistics. These crimes are easily
concealed and seldom reported; even when these crimes

are detected and reported, women are less likely than men

to be arrested or prosecuted, this is as a result of double

standard favourable to women and because women usually

play accomplice or less overt roles when co-offending with

men.

Contemporary explanation of fema e criminaity wassummarized into
nine correlated pointsby Steffensmeier and Schwartz (n.d), theduo reviewed
hypotheses and eval uate them based on thefindingsof empirical data. Below
arethelr submissons.

Law and the Organisational Management of Crime: Change in female
arrest trendsaredueto “lessbiased” or more efficient official responsesto
criminality rather than to actua changesin crimind behaviour among femaes.
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Net widening and changesin law: Changesin law enforcement and in
statutory law toward targeting less seriousforms of law-violating (especidly
for violence) hasincreased the pool of femaleoffendersat risk for arrest, since
femdesaredigoroportionatdy involvedinthelessseriousformsof law-violating.
A more punitive political environment has been animportant factor inthe net
widening process.

Gender equality and femaleemancipation: Theimproved statusof women,
particularly their advancesin thepaid workforce, offersfemalesmoredesire
and opportunity to commit crime.

I ncreased economic marginalisation of women: Higher levelsof economic
insecurity faced by large sub-groups of womenin American society increases
the pressureto commit (especialy) consumer-based crimes.

I ncreaseinner-city community disorganisation: A growing detachment
of many inner-city minoritiesfrom mainstresmingtitutions, likeeducation and
employment, leadsto weskened social controlsand to adaptive strategiesthat
includecrime. Theeffectsof weskened socid controlsareespecialy detrimenta
tofemaleconformity.

Expanded opportunities for female-type crimes: Shifts in pattern of
productive activity, including increased consumerism and the availability of
consumer goodsand greater reliance on acredit-based system, have expanded
opportunitiesfor “femae-type’ crimesmorerapidly than*“male-type’ crimes.

Changesin theunderworld: Recent changesin the criminal underworld,
such asthereduced supply of maecrime partnersduetoincreased incarceration
rates and the emerging dominance of drug trafficking, have augmented the
prospectsfor femaeinvolvement.

Trendsin drug dependency: Drug addiction amplifiesincome-generating
crimefor both sexes, but more so for femal es than males. Also, thelikely
incapacitation effectsof locking up chronic, high-risk maeoffendershas opened
up dotsfor femalesin drug and other crime networkswhile also tending to
diminishoverd| levelsof maeoffending.

Crime prevention programmestargeting male offenders: Implementation
of crime prevention programmes amed at mal e offendershasreduced male
offending for some crimes, thereby narrowing the gender gap.

Female Offender sToday
Pollak (1961) arguesthat females are as criminally minded astheir male
counterparts, regardlessof theindicationsof official criminal statistics. The
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low rate of femalesarrested, prosecuted and convicted for crimesislargely a
result of thelow rate of reporting and detection of their crimeaswell asthe
leniency shown to them by law enforcement agents. Female crimessuch as
abortion, lesbianism, infanticideand poisoning of their hushandsand boyfriends
arenot often reported. They are not easy to detect and for conviction to be
meade. Thisisbecausethese crimesaregenerdly hidden or masked and therefore
witnessesand evidencearenot easily available. Also, law enforcement agents
submit that, femalesarenaturaly assumed to be: humble, innocent, sympathetic
and harmless, and they arenot likely to engagein crime. In contrast to this
assumptions, femaesarenow actively involvedindl categoriesof crimesand
arein some cases recognised not only asgang or group leadersbut also as
recidivigs.

RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Table 1 supportsthe assertion that thereisan upsurgein femalecriminality by
indicating anincreaseof 1001, representing 16.4 percent increasein thenumber
of admissioninto the prison between 2007 and 2009. Further probeinto the
datapresented ontable 1 reveal ed that female criminality isnot only onthe
increase numerically, but also on the increase in the severity of offences
committed, becausein 2007 femal e offenders charged for capital offences
(armed robbery, robbery and murder) are 720 representing 11.7 percent,
whilein 2009 thereis 3.5 percent increasein the number of female offenders
admitted into Nigerian prisons, represented by 1087 (15.2%). This data
indicatesthat women arenot only committing crimesthat are ascribed to them
asnoted by Feminism and Crime (2009) but are now competing seriously
withtheir malecounterpart. They area so competing their equality withmenin
thisdirection. Contrary to Parsons (1937) ascited in Igbo (2007) asserting
that women arelesslikely to commit crimedueto their cultural placement,
table lindicatesthat femaeoffenders populationisontheincreasewith 6163
offendersrecorded for 2007, and 7164 for 2009, whiletheir mal e counterpart
recorded reduction from 153251 in 2007 to 149187 in 2009 representing
7164 less of 2007 population. A probe further to investigate whether the
population of femalecriminalsisasaresult of merechanceor itisareflection
of acareer choicecalledfor thereview of prison admission by recidivismfor
femalecategory. Figure 1 providesaclear pictureof redity.

Table1: Prison Admissionsaccording to Offences
2009 2007

Offences Male Female Total Male Female Total
Dept 3043 168 3211 448 15 463

Arson 2058 170 2228 2906 5 2911
Affray 1518 155 1673 4686 277 4963
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Assault 6080 457 6537 7377 225 7602

Murder 10914 505 11419 10204 263 10467
Treason 269 16 285

Sedition 142 15 157 4 4
Abduction 2041 146 2187 350 3 353
Smuggling 2026 138 2164 6164 195 6359
Immigration 2682 253 2935 537 15 552
Stealing 33749 1209 34958 43584 3156 46740
Robbery 15787 340 16127 8343 251 8594
Armed Robbery 14440 242 14682 10568 206 10774
Sex Offence 3897 265 4162 3505 37 3542
Traffic Offence 2516 135 2651 6383 10 6393
Currency Offence 1462 131 1593 619 25 644
Indian Hemp Offence 5587 268 5855 11561 74 11635
Contempt of Court 5392 165 5557 2842 116 2958
Unlawful possession of arms 3308 174 3482 3516 7 3523
Forgery & Altering 2365 114 2479 2571 45 2616
Escape from lawful custody 1943 134 2077 165 2 167
Against native law & custom 2623 202 2825 2849 139 2988
Unlawful possession of property 3665 180 3845 2164 256 2420
Economic sabotage vandalization 1791 114 1905 3333 44 3377
Human Trafficking 1779 111 1890 4455 484 4939
Criminal Lunatic 1284 56 1340 35 4 39
Cultism/Ritual 1274 173 1447 1353 25 1378
Breach of peace (Riot) 1522 216 1738 3024 6 3030
Other offences 14030 912 14942 9709 278 9987
Total 149187 7164 156351 153255 6163 159418

Source: Nigerian Prison Service (2007; 2009)

Figure 1: 2009 Prison Admission by
Recidivism for Female

B Population

2528

Source: Nigerian Prison Service (2009)

Similar towhat arerevealed ontable 1, figure 1 showsthat theincrease
incriminality among femaleisnot asaresult of mere chance or mistake but
that morefemaleare choosing crimindity asameansof livelihood. Thegraph
indicatesthat, out of 7164 female offendersincarcerated in 2009, only 2528
werefirst offenders. While 1146 were convicted for thefirst time, 3480 were
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convicted between two to six times. Thisfinding corroborates Steffensmeier
and Schwartz (n.d) first assumptionthat changeinfemaearrest trendsaredue
to“lesshiased” or moreefficient officia responsesto crimindity rather than
changesin criminal behaviour anong females. Thisimpliesthat just likemen,
femaeshavedwaysbeeninvolvedincrimind activities. Thisupsurgeof femde
crimindity isnot without implications, themost visbleare:

Destruction of societal socialisation structure; it'sobviousthat socialisation
isthe process by which welearn to become members of asociety, both by
internalizing the norms and val ues of society, and dso by learning to perform
our socid roles(asworker, friend, citizen among others) (Scott and Marshall,
2005). Thisimpliesthat women who spend moretimewith childrenthan men
have much moreinfluence on them than men. Assuch, if they emit negative
vibes, then the nationisset out for ungovernablefuture generation.

Contribute to norm-less nation: When more women become criminally
inclineditisonly logicd toinfer that fewer womenarenot crimindly inclined.
Inessence, consideringtheir vast popul ation and theimportant socialisation
respongbilitiesthey hold, moreless/ill-sociaised children and young adult will
flood the streets, adding to the aready up surged femalecrimina population.
Thisinturnwill return the nationsto norm less state where crooked mean of
achieving goalssuppresses|awful ones.

CONCLUSIONAND THEWAY FORWARD

Studieshave shown that half of theworld ismade up of women, yet for most
part they do not have equal accessto land, credit, technol ogy, education,
employment opportunitiesand politica power. Further, evidence suggeststhat
women have becomeincreasingly exposed to poverty during the 1990s. The
feminization of urban poverty manifestsitsdlf in adisproportionate number of
womenininformal employment (Naila, 2003), mainly inthelessprofitable
areasof theinformal sector; andin casud jobs. A growing number of female-
headed househol ds are among those without any source of income and/or
without accessto apublic safety net (for example, healthcare and childcare)
(UN Habitat 2000). Theimplicationsof thissituation are more than that of
sampleinequity. Inevery society women play crucid roles, they have pervasive
effect onthewell-being of their families, communitiesand local ecosystems.
Thereforeinequalitiesthat are detrimental to them, beit their physical and
menta health, income earning ability, education and decis on making power
are detrimental to them aswell asto the society at large. Government are
hereby enjoined to empower morewomen by providing jobsand discourage
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marginalisation of femalepoaliticians. The study has shown that thereisan
observablechangeinthepattern of femaecrimindity inNigeria Most literature
and researches on the subject have presented socio-economic conditionsas
well associetal and environmental influenceson the behaviour of women such
asurbanization, illiteracy and unemployment asreasonsfor the shift in pattern.

Thiswork arguesthat whileall thesereasonsare contributory factors,
they cannot adequatdly explaintheshift in pattern and upsurgeof femalecrime.
Thiswork submitsthat women' straditional noneconomicroleof child-bearing
and childcare hasbroadened toinclude economic occupations. Theintroduction
of money economy into the system paved the way for women to seek
employment outsidetheir home. Asmorewomen get into economic occupations
likethemen, their crime patternswill becomeclearer and look likemen's. To
solvethisproblemthereligiousand traditional sectorsmust braceuptoingtil
mora sand righteousnessinwomen by lightening theweakenfemaerole.

Theexistence of private property hasfurther encouraged economic
activitiesfor women. Henceasthesocid rolesof menand women arebecoming
alike, their criminal activitiesbecomelessdistinguishablefrom oneanother.
Withincreasing variety of rolesopening to women, their criminal behaviour is
expected to increase. Thiswork found that women have shifted from crimes
like stealing, infanticide and prostitution to armed robbery, drug trafficking,
fraud and other heinous crimes. These crimeswere predominantly men's. Itis
recommended that women be given equal opportunitiesto struggle, which
impliesequipping them appropriately intermsof education, skillsacquisition,
employment opportunitiesand hedlthcareasthesewill minimizether involvement
incriminal activities. Inaddition, religious|eaders, traditional rulers, socia
workers, among others should expose women to the fact that they arefirst
known as mothers before co-workersin any organisation, as such suppress
theurgefor deviant act. In essence, thisprocessof nurturing thewomenwill in
turn nurturethe nation.
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